Here are over three dozen precise setup specs collected by Dan Erlewine as he interviewed famous players and roadies. All of these came from Dan's hands-on measurements of the actual guitars. More information can be found in the last chapter of Dan's book, including a detailed “10-step Fender Setup.” 

	
	

	
	


[image: image1.png]JEFF BECK'S STRATOCASTER

SCALE  25-12" (G48mm)

RADIUS  9-1/2" 241mm) compounded by hand to 12"
1305mm) or more by fretboard end. Bridge saddle
Fadius: between 12" (05mm and 14" GS6mm)

FRETS 098" x 050" (2.47mm x 1 26mm!

STRINGS in 1989, Beck used Emie Ball stings oauged 009",
011", 016", 026", 036", 046 Tocay he uses a
Set measuring 010"
o star atour and ofen rases them to 011" a5 the.
tour goes on. | don't know the brand he now uses,

RELIEF  Beck ied a straght neck i 1989 the necks |
messured may hve had 006 reief but o more).
Krause has been seting up Beck' guiars ith a
foctory rel of 02"but | have a feeling Beck
straightens it some later 00

NUT s he cid in 89, Beck uses the Wikinson Roller Nul
Since they' no longer availabie, he has his own
stash Todd setsthe nut height o Beck's Strats S0
tha, wilhthe trngs pressed at the 21 fre, there is
just enough clearance over the 1t fre 0 show
aylgnt. This s quite ow-—| St up a Srat PAs this
Way and needed to aise he low (bass) Estring
higher than the trebie Esting | ended up wih the:
following meaurements

BASSSIE LOWE!  TRGBLE IDE HIGH -

Nut o 27mm 006" Ci5mm)
AcTION

AN (19891 17167 (L6mm) /64" 1 2mm)
ALISIN 2000 1/16" (L6mm) /16" 1 6mm)
POLEPECE HEIGHT

Neckpickup  fouching /64" 1 2mm)
Mddepickup:  fouching  3/64" 1 2mm)
Bridge pickup. _ touching  3/64" (1 2mm)

Since the strngs were of the guiar, | id
a strightedge on th frets as 2 rference:
point & measured the clearance between
the staightedge and the polepleces.




[image: image2.png](ERIC JOHNSON'S 1957 STRATOCASTER

SCALE  25-112" (48mm)

RADIUS Vintage 7174 (184mm) with a flater biidge sadde
adius—between 10 (254mm and 12" GOSmm)—
leaving the reble strngs higher than the middle
stings for good sting bends.

FRETS 042" x 103" (1.07mm x 2 6mm)frefted out o
the very edge with a bal-end shape. ' get several
Gressings outof a et ob,” Jonson says, and
repiace them in about @ year and a hall.| don' fke it
When they get 100 low on a St because i creates,
atension that | don't lke. Ao, | ke them frtted
1ight out o the edge 5o | don' ol of. Because of
that, | move the nut over 0 squeeze the treble
Extfing n aftle. Rather than aker the viniage
retboard racus, | simply have the frets leveled more
in he center so that | don' fret out when bending”

sTnGs.

RELIEF  None. Johnson likes the neck sraight.

NuT

AcTion

ATt 5/64" .0mm) 5/64" 2.0mm)

POLERIECE HEIGHT

Neck pickup:  5/64" 2.0mm) /64 (1 2mm)
Middle pickup: /64" 3 6mm) )
Bridge pickup: 5/64" 2.0mm) )





[image: image3.png]‘ROBERT CRAY’S STRATOCASTERS

SCALE  25-112" (G48mm)

RADIUS  Except for one Stat with a 10 254mm) fretboard
radius and a 10" (254mm) bidge sadde radius,all
of Crays bidge sadles had a fater radius thon
the fretboards, One had a 10 254mmi fretboard
and 20" (508mm) bridge saddle radius, and two.
had 3.9-1/2" 241mm retboard radius wih a
157 38 1mm) bridge sadde radius.

FRETS 103"« 041" 26mm x 1. 1mm)

STRINGS DAddario nickel wound acousic or
electric, with the folowing gauges

011", ', 018", 028", 035", 046"
RELIEF 07 (mm) at the 11h fret

NuT 020" (5mm 0w Camm)
AcTion

AURINEt | 3324008 (2Smm 1167 (L6mm
POLERECE HEIGHT

Neckpickup:  1/8° 3.2mm)  7/64” (2.8mm)
Middie pickup: 9/64" G6mm)  75/64" G.omm)
Bridge pickup: 1/8" 3.2mm)  5/64" 2.omm)




[image: image4.png]1959 GIBSON LES PAUL WITH HUMBUCKERS

SCALE  24-3/4” 626mm)

RADIUS  The fretboard radius was 172" 41mm) exactly
nd the bidge saddle acius was 12’ B05mM).
Gibsons, especially older ones,often have
retboerds wih a 8-1/2" (241mm) racius,

FRETS 103" x 035" (2.6mm x mm). The fets were
original | could tell because the lacquer roling
over the plastic binding "nibs” a the end of each
et was unbroken.

STRINGS Fat-wound, many years old Hutchinson hadt
Played ths guiar for years. The siing gauges.
fanged from 012"-052" (3mm to 1 3mm)

RELIEF  Deadstraight neck—maybe 002" (05mm of
velief at the 7th fret. A ypical great 19505 Gibson
mahogany neck thatsstou, staight as an artow,

and full of tone.
BASSSIDELOWE)  TRGBLE SIOE HIGHE)

Nut 012" (mm) 006" (1. 5mm)

AcTioN

ARt /8 G2mm 3732 @ 4mm)

POLERIECE HEIGHT

Neck pickup: 1/167 (1L6mm)  1/16" (1.6mm)
Bridge pickup: 3/32° (Zamm) 332" 2.4mm)




[image: image5.png]IBANEZ FACTORY SPECS.
SCALE  25-112" (648
RADIUS 77 (430mm) a both the fretboard and bridge
FRETS 115" x 055" 2.0mm x 1 4mm)

STRINGS DAddario nickel wound, 009" 042"

RELIEF  Adjusted perfecty siraight and played clean

N 016" Lamm) 006" C15mm)
Action

ALTIN et 3/647+.004" (1.2mm) 1/32" (8mm)
POLERECE HEIGHT

Neck pickup: 1/167 (1 6mm) S/64" 2.0mm)
Middie pickup: 1/8" 3 mm)

Bridge pickup: 1/32" (8mm)





[image: image6.png]PAUL REED SMITH (PRS) MCCARTY

Scate 25" G35mm)

RADIUS 10 254mmi retboard and bridge saddies
FRETS 103" x 046" (2 6mm x 1 02mm)
STRINGS 012" 0 052" ickel wound PRS strngs.
RELIEF 004" 006" at the 7 fret

BASSSIDELOWE)  TREBLE SI0E (HIGH €

Nur 018" (45mm) 006" (16mm)
AcTion

ALT fet. | 35/64° (1. 4mm) 3/64"+.004" (1 28mm)
POLERIECE HEIGHT

Neck pickup:  5/64" 2.0mm)  1/16" (1 6mim)
Bridge pickup: /64" 2.0mm  1/16" (1 6mm)




