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The notch at the upper shoulder, 1959 Telecaster. Courtesy of The notch was removed from the bass side of the neck pcoket
Cesco's Corner in the '70s. 1973 Telecaster refin, Courtesy of Guitar Point

1957 vs 1978 Telecaster body shape. Courtesy of True Vintage Guitar
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The "protuding lip", 1952 Blackguard. Courtesy of Eddie
Tatton

ROUTINGS

Initially, Leo Fender didn’t consider a neck pickup and Esquire bodies were not routed for it until the Summer of 1950.
Hence, the earliest Esquires featured only two top routing: for the bridge pickup and the controls.

Then, Telecaster-style guitars featured three top routings: for the neck pickup, the bridge pickup and the controls. It's
important to bear in mind that once Leo Fender opted for the dual pickup option, both single and dual pickup guitars
shared the same body routings regardless of what model would be final assembled.

The first pre-production non-truss rod dual pickup Esquires, made during the summer of 1950, were devoid of the
truss rod channel access route, but featured a drill channel from the neck pocket to neck pickup cavity.

Around mid-February 1951, the factory changed the body routing to reduce the wiring assembly time by avoiding the
passing of the neck pickup leads through the bridge pickup cavity. A few earliest Nocasters, dated February 1951,
showed a round “donut” hole in the center of the body, under the pickguard, which were performed when the guitars
had already been lacquered, to allow a second drill bit to make its way into the control cavity. This change was also
important in terms of the customer service, as it would not be necessary to remove the whole bridge assembly in case
the neck pickup had to be replaced.

Shortly thereafter, a diagonal route between the neck pickup and the controls cavity was settled on. This design
would make it easy to drill a single hole from the neck pickup cavity the to the diagonal channel, whilst a second
short passage could be drilled from the bottom of the diagonal channel to the control cavity. This stayed as the
standard routing configuration until the summer of 1969, when new machinery and drilling equipment put an end to
the need of the diagonal route, which was suppressed. It was later reintroduced on the Vintage reissue '52
Telecaster. Also the very first American Standard Telecasters featured the diagonal route, but, by 1988, they sported
a single open channel between the neck pickup and the controls cavity.

It's important to bear in mind that it's not uncommon to find hand-made enlargements of the cavities on early guitars

after it had been lacquered.

The very first dual pickup guitars and A few "transition" dual pickup After early 1951, all Telecaster style

those made after the Summer 1969 didn't guitars, made around February guitars had cavities for both pickups,
1951, featured a small "donut" hole
in the center of the body, under the
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In late 1967, Fender manufactured a few “Smuggler's Telecasters”. Fender had a
problem finding light weight ash for Tele bodies, so in the spirit of being
resourceful and working with what they had, they began exploring ways to make
lighter guitars. Removing the pickguard reveals three rather large cavities where
part of the ash body was removed. In 1968, Fender engineers decided to pursue
more drastic modifications, which led to the creation of the Thinline model.

Smuggler's Telly, Photo

Courtesy Premier Guitar

PIN ROUTER’S HOLES

From '50s until late '70s, Fender used a pin router and
templates to cut guitars body edges and routes. Routing
templates had locating pins to secure them onto the
underside of the body blanks. When the template was lifted
off, small holes were filled with hardwood dowel and then
leveled.

Obviously dowels are always in exactly the same place.
Usually, they are not easy to spot on a painted body
because they were well patched up and camouflaged.
However, old nitro finishes were really thin and, observing
carefully the body surface, the dowel outlines can be seen
through the finish.

e e m e S

The pin router was the machine used to route the
cavities. The workable depth was set and then
controlled by foot, whilst the shape is controlled by
hand. Photo from “Fender, The sound heard 'round the
world” by Richard R. Smith

Dowels can be spotted on the back of the Telecaster in two places:

e Between the neck plate and the string ferrules, at a distance of about 3 3/16" from the lower edge of the neck
plate.

e Between the string ferrules and the bottom end of the body, at a distance of about 1" from the bottom end of
the body.

This technique was used until the late '70s, when Fender started to use a new machinery to make the bodies, the AB
Shaper, which used a vacuum hold down system.

However, Vintage reissue and on some Custom Shop guitars were still made with the old pin router and therefore
they still featured dowel holes.

It should be noted that pin router's holes were in completely different positions on the Stratocaster. They also went

all the way through the body because Fender's employees had to screw templates onto both sides of the body.
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Pin router's hole, 1977 Fender Telecaster. Courtesy of Pin router's hole, 1977 Fender Telecaster. Courtesy of Chicago Music
Chicago Music Exchange Exchange

The body of the Rosewood Telecaster featured one or two maple dowels in the neck pocket and in the bridge pickup

cavity to ensure a correct alignment of the body halves sandwiching the thin maple core strip.
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holes clamping holes

Spray boots with the Lazy Susan turntable on
the right. Drying racks in the background shows
how guitars dried resting on the nails. Photo
from “Fender, The sound heard 'round the
world” by Richard R. Smith

THE JACK CUP AND STRING FERRULES

Photo Courtesy Eddie Tatton

Lazy Susan

nail
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Detail: countersunk holes and flush Protruding ferrules, 1968 Telecaster, Misaligned holes, 1950 Broadcaster, Courtesy
with the body string ferrules, Courtesy of Real Vintage of Garrett Park Guitars
Courtesy of Eddie Tatton

BODY DATES AND MARKINGS

Pre-production guitars bodies were not dated until October 1950,
when body dates were first written in the neck pocket of the body
of the Telecaster-style guitars. In 1956 the body date was moved
to the lead pickup cavity.

These markings were always written on the bare wood, once the
cutting was completed, prior to being finished.

However, over the years bodies have not been dated quite as
consistently as necks and bodies were common dated between
late 1950 and 1963 only.

Besides, they are mostly visible on guitars with a light finish such
as blonde or sunburst, but they usually do not show under an
opaque custom color finish.

Bodies made from mid-1951 until late 1955 sometimes sported a
“D” stamp in the neck pocket. Nobody knows its meaning. George
Daimler, a former Fender employee, claimed that it stands for
“inspected”. A few collectors supposed “D” stands for “detected”,

“done”, “dried” or “checked”.

The neck pocket of the Blackguard owned by
Eddie Tatton. It is dated 12 August 1952 and

marked by "Davis". You can see clearly the "D"

marking

e Between 1950 and late 1953, the date is usually penciled in numerals in the neck pocket according to the
month/day/year of production. The initials or the first name of the employee who made or checked the body
was also present, as “IWAB”, “EM”, “Davis” (which stood for Charlie Davis) and “Eddie” (which probably stood
for Eddie Mendoza), “TAD” and “TG” (maybe both for Tadeo Gomez), “Kenny”, “IP” “TK", “Art”, or “J.S".

o After late 1953, the day of production, as well as the initials of the employee, was gradually phased out.

e Between 1954 and 1963, the body date simply indicated the month and the year in numerals.

e In 1956, the date was relocated in the lead pickup cavity, right under the bridge plate. Dates may still appear
on some 1964 guitars, but they were basically discontinued in late 1963.

e During the '70s and '80s, body date, when present, was written among names inspection dates in the neck
pocket either penciled or stamped.

= “INSP"” circled stamp

= “FRR” circled stamp (which stood for “Fender/Rogers/Rhodes”) with a numeric code of the WWYD type (since

the end of the '70s). “WW?” stands for the week, “Y” the year and “D” the day of the week. “0304” indicates
therefore the third week of 1980, Thursday.

MASKING TAPE MARKINGS

Guitars manufactured between mid-1951 and 1956 usually featured a date penciled on a piece of masking tape,
located in the control cavity. These tape inscriptions were affixed either on the side or on the bottom of the cavity
routing and marked the wiring harness were installed into the body. Therefore, they usually were the last date found
on a Fender guitar.

Most of these inscriptions were signed with female first names such as Mary, Gloria, Virginia, Barbara or Carolyn.
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All the 1950 Telecaster-style guitars featured slot head screws, including the adjustable truss rod bolt. In 1951,
Fender started a gradual transition towards Phillips head screws, but the transition was completed by the end of
1953, because Leo Fender didn’t want to waste anything.

In the course of 1951, the controls plate and the strap buttons changed to Phillips heads. The four screws holding the
bridge base plate changed to Phillips head in early 1952, whilst pickguard screws where replaced in late 1952. Until
the summer of 1953 slot head screws could be still used for holding the bridge pickup and the selector switch.
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