ESP G-LP-50's Specs

· Body Shape: LP   

· Number of Strings: 6   

· Body Type: Solid Body   

· Scale Length: 24-3/4"   

· Body Construction: Single cutaway   

· Body Wood: Mahogany   

· Body Top Wood: Maple   

· Finish: Gloss   

· Binding: White   

· Carved Top: Yes   

· Pickguard: Yes   

· Neck Shape: U-shaped neck   

· Neck Joint: Set neck   

· Neck Wood: Mahogany   

· Fingerboard Material: Rosewood   

· Fingerboard Inlays: Trapezoid   

· Number of Frets: 22   

· Nut Width: 1.65"   

· String Nut: Syntetic Bone   

· Tuners: ESP   

· Bridge: Tune-O-Matic   

· Bridge: Stoptail   

· Hardware: Chrome   

· Fret Size: Extra Jumbo   

· Number of Pickups: 2   

· Pickup Switch Type: 3-way Pickup Selector   

· Bridge Pickup Type: Humbucker   

· Neck Pickup Type: Humbucker   

· Controls: Tone   

· Controls: Volume   

· GH-1G×2 

Following review text is verbal representation of numerical rating information: 
Have you seen and heard this guitar in action? If you did, then you know that it's well worth the price. ESP created a great sounding guitar, which G-LP-50's certainly is. Not only it sounds well, but also performs and handles really nice. Another must-have from ESP!

Nobody argues that G-LP-50's has the most complete set of features that outshine most of the other guitar models in its price range. ESP equipped this guitar with most features any musician would like to see in a guitar, so you may rest assured that G-LP-50's is in the top of its league. With a matching price, this guitar is an excellent choice!

G-LP-50's is a guitar that looks great and feels great while playing. Top quality finish is what gives G-LP-50's its expensive look and totally great feel while playing. Action is great and easily adjustable and top quality hardware will not let you down. ESP's reputation grows with G-LP-50's guitar. This guitar is definitely worth keeping.

G-LP-50's is reliable and durable guitar that goes shoulder to shoulder with top built guitars. It will perform well in any imaginable situation, and will stand the test of time, if you take the usual care of your instrument. It is no secret that ESP makes good, quality instruments, and that is surely the case with G-LP-50's guitar.
--------------------------------------------------
Philosoraptor on 8/31/10 1:52 PM 

Reviewer Background:

None. I play,others do the recording.

Purchased From:

MidiAudio

Price:

$600.00 USD

Features:

Two humbucking pickups with nickel covers, 3-way toggle (bridge, bridge and neck combined, neck), two volume controls and two tone controls for each pickup. Mahogany body, nice'n'heavy, quilt maple top. Rosewood freatboard, set neck and a Tune Matic / Stop Tailpiece bridge. Nothing fancy, just your traditional Les Paul.

Action, Fit, & Finish:

When I've got it from the shop, It was pretty much in perfect condition. The finish is beautiful, especially for the price. If looked at direct sunlight and having it move, the honeyburst finish looks 3D under the  lacquer. Also the back has a smooth dark, kind of red/brown texture, very soothing, but You don't see that part that much, so, oh well. The string action is pretty damn good, I keep it relatively low. When I got the guitar the setup was ok, but I lowered it to my liking, though that wasn't a problem. Having in mind that I use 10-52 gauge strings and I keep the tuning pretty low, usually D,C#, sometimes open C, and there is no string buzz whatsoever. Only problem I have is the upper guitar strap screw unscrewing itself. It is kind of annoying, but maybe I just gotta' drink less and chill more, because once you screw it down good, It's gonna' be there for at least a week and a half, and after that i's going to be a bit unscrewed, just so you can feel the metal part covering the screw floppin' around, so that's not much of a deal. And also there is this one tuning peg that wont stay in tune, though only one, somehow. That one is very annoying, everything's in tune, but that one 3rd string is not. Well, except that, I can't think of anything bad.

Sound Quality:

This LP sounds terrific. I had a choice between this and the Epiphone LP custom. I first played the Epi, it sounded pretty good, and looked great (I mean c'mon, a black LP with gold binding.) But the shop keeper, who is a pretty cool friendly dude, said that I should try this one. Well, I got amazed. More warmth, more tone, more sustain, responce. Perfect. For the price, it's probably on of the best choices. On a clean amp, with some deep reverb, just turn on the neck pickup, and play some bluesy jazz riffs, clean passages, it's really good. You can easily get a Pantera - Planet Caravan sound, or Down - Jail. On the middle setting (both pickups blended) It still has the neck warmth but now with a sparkle from the bridge pickup. Sounds good for dynamic stuff, more strumming-type things, similar to AIC- Rooster, just my guess. The bridge pickup gives you that distinctive bright crystal sound. If driven, sounds fat and smooth. Real LP tone, no fret buzz, no bad frets. Perfect octaves,straight neck so nothing to worry about. On a heavy distortion it just growls with tone,lots of mids, mild, smooth highs, an undeniable, smooth bassy low. Screamin leads on the bridge, and sleak and smooth on the neck. Great for, simply anything from jazz, blues and rock'n'roll to hard rock and heavy metal. Getch'a pull!

Reliability/Durability:

Everything\s great but a few things - the bridge pickup tone pot stopped working after a while, but it's a cheap fix, and the toggle sometimes makes one of the pickups sound a lot quieter than the other, but that was a cheap fix to. Though at a gig, that would suck big time. But except that - it's good.

Ease of Use:

Well, how hard can it be? Plug it in, crank the amp and play! Four knobs for tone and volume control give more than enough space for experiments, three way toggle, nothing fancy. Les Paul.

Customer Support:

Don't know, didn't have no need to contact them.

Overall Rating:

Great. Neat quality. Looks good, plays terrific. Set neck, mahogany body, fat smooth tone.  They are rare ones to find in shops, but if you'll stumble upon on of these - BE SURE to try it out.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Grassroots: G-LP-50S
Sale: $499
We know ESP guitars. We know the manufacturer’s very high QC standards & their instruments’ singing tone which make us satisfied owners after much investment in this brand name. The Edwards brand name, is ESP’s sister company which deals with popular copies (Strats/ Teles/ LPs in addition to a range of Edwards’ own line-up)- they even copy themselves- but provisions are for the domestic market, there’s no focus on exports despite us enjoying some of their products here. We then know the Grassroots brand name as the more affordable off-shoots of what Edwards have to offer. The G-LP-50S on review here is a Les Paul (Standard) manifest, with lots of trimmings in the asking price.
Construction/ fitting/ finish
The Les Paul (LP) image is unmistakable here, there’s no hiding the G-LP-50S is a blatant copy as no provisions were made to differentiate its outline with the former instrument (even up to the finish). We would be absolutely pleased if we are dealing with an Edwards instrument in our hands but we are scrutinizing a Korean Grassroots, so much anxiety lies with the fact that the manufacturer has incorporated production compromise to give us a sub-$500 guitar. But take heed, the G-LP-50S is a very well made instrument whose fittings & finish are well above average. Grassroots did well to put everything in place so this is not just a mere copy but a good one indeed. The only gripe here would be some messy binding at the bass side body area; there is a portion where the binding seems to be nipped. Nevertheless, the G-LP-50S is inspiring in this category.
Rating: 89%
Playability/ tone
The G-LP-50S is a worthy player from the start. The entire finish is not as plastic as we’d expect from an instrument of this nature & price. Take note of the neck profile; while it strives to emulate that LP feel, it’s not as distinct as the original but very meaty without being restrictive to the fleet fingered. Unplugged, we know this guitar possesses the right finish chemistry as it allows the instrument to breathe, lots of crispy midrange could be heard without overpowering the lower frequencies. Both the fret wires & radius mimic the LP version so it’s familiar territory to players who are accustomed to the real deal.

While Edwards equip their LP-type guitars with a pair of Seymour Duncan humbuckers, the Grassroots counterpart feature Gotoh pickups. These are not sub-mediocre units, mind you, they sound absolutely acceptable but to the discriminating ears, these pickups could feature less protrusive top end, despite being covered models. In both clean & drive settings, they would appease those of us who value clarity while not exactly friendly to the rest who are in search of that Gibson-esque wooliness. There is also an unexpected chemistry with volume play; the pickups clean up well upon restraint & there’s much blues crunch to look forward to if you command your drive tone this way.
Tone test equipment:
Amps: Blackheart Killer Ant (head)/ Peavey XXL 2x12 combo
Rating: 85%
Conclusion
We often scrutinize an LP copy rather excessively because it replicates the hallowed original but bear in mind, the manufacturers who offer these affordable off-shoots often stay true to looks more than keeping the unseen precise. The G-LP-50S tries to be the original it was conceived to be but it remains faithful in looks more so than any other aspects. Many of us would not hesitate to swap the default humbuckers here but be informed they are rather dynamic to begin with just that the top end sizzle (in drive mode) could be too much for some of us. This instrument is reputable in terms of playability & QC despite its meager asking price. On a personal note, it’s highly recommended over others in this price range.

Final rating: 88%
Availability: TYMC
Likes:
• Superb playability Asking price
• Bag included in the package
Dislikes:
• Default pickups could be more tonally balanced Worthy competitors:
• Rally: GL-300
• Epiphone: Les Paul Standard
• Ibanez: ART80
• LTD: EC-50
• Cort: Z40 

Last edited by subversion; 02-04-10 at 10:39 PM. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Jerry Kendall on 8/26/08 1:00 AM 

Reviewer Background:

Purchased From Ibashi Japan Guitars
Price:

$420.00 USD

Features:

2007 model year, I guess, G-LP-50S is the name of the model. 22 frets Solid flamed maple top, mahogany body, mahogany neck, rosewood fretboard. This guitar is the typical les paul setup, 2 volume controls, 2 tone controls, a 3 way switch and 2 humbuckers. bridge and neck position humbucker. the pickups are esp designed, basically copies of 490t and 490r pickups, GH-1G? 2. the electronics are passive. the finish is cherry burst, polyurethane. the guitar has the classic setup, tune o matic bridge and stop bar tail piece. kluson style tuning keys. neck scale   628mm , basically 60's style slim taper. the guitar came with a allen wrench and a gigbag. I gave the rating an 8 because of the electronics, please see the next area for details.
Action, Fit, & Finish:

the guitar had an ok setup from Ibashi Japan Guitars, it wasn't bad, but 10's aren't my cup of tea as far as strings go. So I replaced them with 9's by ernie ball, did a setup and walla. The frets and the neck were fine, the frets were properly leveled and crowned with no buzzing. the finish and the flamed maple top are awesome for a guitar in this price range. The only real complaint is the tuning keys and the electronics, the kluson tuning keys by gotoh are ok, but after a while a lot of them get loose and sloppy, and they are a real pain to tighten because to literally have to take them apart to adjust and tighten. I will eventually replace them with grovers.
Sound Quality:

I am into the classic rock sound Jeff Beck, Eric Clapton, Jimmy Page, Angus Young, Joe Walsh and more. My current rig is a peavey valveking 112. The pickups did not have the tone I was looking for, they sounded too tinny sort of like gibson 490's, too bright. I swapped them out with tonerider pickups, the rocksong models, I also swapped out all of the electronics with cts pots, switchcraft 3 way switch and jack, I also swapped the capacitors with orange drops. now the guitar screams and plays very well. I rated this area a 6 due to the electronics, esp should offer better electronics for this guitar just like they do with the Edwards and navigator series LP's they produce.
Reliability/Durability:

this guitar is built like a les paul should be, I realize there is a lot of copies out there, and it is not a gibson, but not everyone has $2,000 to slam on a Gibson les paul standard. A lot of les paul copies aren't built well, with the exception of those sold only in Japan, Greco, Tokai, Burny, Edwards, History, and Grassroots, and they even use the correct woods a les paul is supposed to be made from. This guitar can handle playing out without a problem, my recommendation is changing the tuning keys because over time they get sloppy, the electronics that are in it sound ok clean, but for classic rock with some distortion, I recommend a swap. The finish is your typical poly finish most guitar companies use, but the burst was done rather nicely with the flamed maple top. Due to it being a les paul style guitar I recommend strap locks, believe me they are needed. it is a very depandable guitar, after the mentioned improvements, it can be relied upon without a backup. I gave it an 8 due to the electronics and tuning keys.

Ease of Use:

Customer Support:
Overall Rating:

I have been playing off and on for 20 years, I am more of a hobbyist who plays for fun. I knew about a lot of esp's guitars, but when I found out about the ones sold only in Japan, I had to check them out, this guitar is way better than most of the stuff they sell in the USA, it is really close to the quality of my edwards les paul by esp. the guitar is better than a epiphone in this price range, and it is built rock solid, it is not a cheesey knockoff like some of the cheapo ones you see on auctions and such. I am really impressed on how well built it is, it feels comfortable like a real les paul, but I didn't have to apply for a loan to get one :) I have owned a grassroots les paul before, this is my 2nd one and I have always been stickler for the better bang for the buck theory, and this guitar nails it. I have comapred it in the past to Epiphones and Jay Tursers, the epiphone les pauls don't impress me especially when they cut corners and use alder for some of their bodies on the standard models, the jay turser models is nice, but the maple neck is not correct for a true les paul, then the esp's in the USA do not have the 2 volume, 2 tone control setups, and it's not right in my opinion. if it was stolen, I would replace it with another one. I wish esp would offer better electronics for the grassroots models, if you are in the market for an affordable les paul that looks close to the real thing, I recommend a grassroots or an edwards, the quality is great, and you will have change after the purchase :) please note these guitars are only sold in Japan so you will have to pay about $100 or so to have one shipped to the USA

