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ince their inception in the
mid-1990s, Los Angeles-
based System Of A Down
have proved to be one of the
more inventive alt-metal bands to come
out of America. While they can mosh a
de-tuned riff with the heaviest of them,
they mix their metal mayhem with far
more subtle dynamics, such as the clean
12-string acoustic and electric guitars
that introduce Toxicity.
The song reached No 25 in the
UK charts upon its release in March
2002, and is the title track to SOAD’s
much-praised, multi-platinum second
album, released the previous September.
Unusually for a tune that features such
heavy riffing, it starts in a slow 12/8
rhythm. The choice of 12-string guitar
is also quite unusual for an alt-metal
band, which, coupled with the swaying
12/8 time-signature, gives their sound
an injection of Eastern folk music. This
is hardly surprising since all four band
members come from the Los Angeles
Armenian community, which has helped
to broaden the palette of their subject

Daron Malakian and his
1978 Ibanez Iceman

Although Malakian uses his multicoloured 1978 Ibanez Iceman IC300 on stage almost exclusively, in the studio
he mainly uses Gibsons Les Pauls, SGs and a double-neck SG (which would have provided the 12-string electric
effect). With any of those guitars he would have used the bridge humbucker. Live, he uses a Mesa/Boogie Triple

Rectifier, which he supplements in the studio with some old Marshall stacks and a Carvin. We used a Line6 Pod XT.

matter and sound, further setting them
apart from the crowd.

Guitarist Daron Malakian uses drop-
C tuning (C G CF A D, low to high),
which is a tone down from drop-D

tuning and is well suited to single finger
powerchord riffing. Ideally, you should
use heavy gauge strings (perhaps .053’
to .012’%, low to high) to avoid fret-buzz
and tuning problems. ~ SIMON YOUNG

SYSTEM OF A DOWN: Toxicity — 12-string acoustic guitarintro TRACK 23
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Without the crutch of the drums, it is easy to misinterpret the rhythm of this part as being in a straight 4/4, so keep counting in your head, 1-&-a, 2- BACKING — TRACK 24

&-a, etc. Use downstrokes for notes on the fifth string and upstrokes on the fourth, and watch out for the awkward stretch up to the 12* fret with your

fourth fingerin bar 4.
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| SYSTEM OF A DOWN: Toxicity - main riff

EPS D5 ¢ p5 pbS ¢S

TRACK 23

~e|
~e|

;riA
TA— =S 8 8—8—8—8—7 —7—7—7
HB—=G 3—2—0—2—1—=0 8 8 8 8—8—7 7 7T—7—7
L 3—2—0—2—1—0 8 8—8—8—8—7 —7—7—17
EPS D5 ¢5 D5 pbS c5
_ N I f T
B - ——
’ EFERE
b it
PM------cmocooooo_. ]
T
A*}z = 8 8—8—8 7 o S e
B i—% 5 8 85— 88 7 ’ A —
L 3—2—0—2—1—0 8 §—8—8 7 —7—7—7—
EVSD5c5D5c® ESpS5cS5pS5c5  EMSDS S5 D55 EPS DS ¢S5 DS S
_ f)
P4

~

MB—— 3 202003202 00320200320 200
<~ 3% 2020032020032 02003202070

E[,S D5 CS D5 Db5 c5

[--Y--T--]
@

_ £ A — .

[ 7] y X0 . 1 | |

F PN
%3 7.4 I

- CFEEREE ¢ ¢
S~—
PR oo o e I

T
FA— 45 E== 8 8—8—8—8—7 77777
HB—1 3—2—0—2—1—20 8 8 8 8—8—7 7 7 7—7—7
L 12 3—2—0—2—1—0— 8 8—8—8—8—7 7—7 —7—7

Damp the staccato chord stabs with the palm of your picking hand. Fret the initial E5 chords of each descending chord run with your second fingerand  [ia 4 O [CEA 1 (€ €77

the next D5 chord with your first, then move down a fret to play the D5 and D,5 with your second and first fingers respectively. But don’t get too caught
up in worrying about the exact rhythms of the A,5 and G5 chords.

STEM OF A DOWN: Toxicity - intro guitar 3

TRACK 23 »
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» SYSTEM OF A DOWN: Toxicity - intro guitar 3 (contd) TRACK 23
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The first four bars of this part are exactly the same as the intro but played without any palm-muting to let the notes ring out as much as possible. The BACKING — TRACK 24
second four bars then repeat the form but introduce an Emaj7 arpeggio in the second bar. Pick as the intro, using upstrokes for the notes on the third
string. Alternate pick the powerchords in the final repeat section.

SYSTEM OF A DOWN: Toxicity — middle section TRACK 23
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The tempo doubles here for this mosh-out middle section. Use alternate picking throughout, reaching the high E, in the first bar with your fourth finger. BACKING - TRACK 24
Fret the initial E5 of bar 2 with your second finger and the D5 chords with your first. Don’t over-do the palm muting and only use enough to prevent the
chords becoming muddy.

SYSTEM OF A DOWN: Toxicity - outro TRACK 23
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The first bar is a repeat of bar two in the middle section, but then the last two bars switch back to the original tempo for the final unexpected cut-short BACKING - TRACK 24

ending. Again fret the E,5 chords with your second finger and the D5 with your first using alternate picking throughout.
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Another Machinehead Exclusive!..

Washburn X40Pro - Alder body with maple nect
-4 and rosewood fingerboard. X-inlay at 12th fret.
Superb contoured body carve,
two Seymour Duncan Humbuckers (Distortion in
, bridge and ‘59 in neck position) would cost £160
their own! German Schaller Floyd Rose system

Washburn W165 - resonant solid mahogony Washburn W166V - As Washburn W165 but
body, fixed mahogony neck with wing inlays. with trem, Stunning real maple tops on resonant

Seymour Duncan Distorion & ‘59 pickups with solid mahogony body, fixed mahogony neck with
VCC tone circuit (roll off tone to get single wing inlays. superb sounding Washburn /

/con sound without the inherent hum!) nickle covered humbucking pickups <
18-1 ratio Grover machineheads. Buzz / with VCC tone circuit.

i i { worth £170. 18-1 ratio Grover machineheads, Buzz
Sl 'SYStem. ’ lastdon availatiss in Tranglgen' Blis; | Feiten tuning system available in Black, Silver,
Matt Black finish. rrp £399 ONLY £299 S0 rrp £479 ONLY £299 ] 95 iy "
e Gunmetal Blue.. rrp £599 - Crazy price £34
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Importantly, every guitar is setup in our workshop by Barrie Palmer prior to sale.. We also have available superb quality hard cases at only £40 to go with this special deal
Machinehead - 10 Bucklersbury, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 1BB.  TEL : (01462) 433305 / 457686  e-mail : machinehead@dial.pipex.co!



